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allege, the prohibition remained. The Cardinal wished to put
me to double the necessary expense, by compelling me to have
my liveries, dresses, &c., made in the utmost precipitation; and
this happened. He thought, too, I should not be able to provide
myself with everything in time; and that he might represent
this to M. le Due d'Orl&ns, and in Spain, as a fault, and excite
envious cries against me.

Nevertheless, I did not choose to press him to announce my
embassy, at the same time trying to obtain from him the in-
structions I was to receive, and which, passing through hirot
and the Regent alone, told nothing to the public, as my pre-
parations would have done. But I could not obtain them.
Dubois carelessly replied to me, that in one or two conversations
the matter would be exhausted. He wished me to know
nothing, except vaguely; to leave no time for reflection, for
questions, for explanations; and to throw me thus into em-
barrassments, and to cause me to commit blunders which he
intended to make the most of. At last, tired of so many and
such dangerous postponements, I went on Tuesday, the 23rd
of September, to M. le Due d'Orl&ns, arranging my visit so that
it took place when he was in his apartments at the Tuileries;
there I spoke with such effect, that he said ,1 had only to show
myself to the King. He led me to His Majesty at once, and
there and then my embassy was announced. Upon leaving
the King's cabinet, M. le Due d'Orleans made me jump into
his coach, which was waiting for him, and took me to the
Palais Royal, where we began to speak seriously upon the
affairs of my embassy.

I fancy that Cardinal Dubois was much annoyed at what
had been done, and that he would have liked to postpone the
declaration yet a little longer. But this now was impossible.
The next day people were sent to work upon my equipments,
the Cardinal showing as much eagerness and impatience re-
specting them, as he had before shown apathy and indifference.
He urged on the workmen; must needs see each livery and
each coat as it was finished; increased the magnificence of
each; and had all my coats and those of my children sent to